
New Trier Township High School 
Founding Timeline

1850s 1860s 1870s 1880s
1890s 1900s

1850: 
New Trier 
Township
population 
= 473

1854: First 
train to 
North Shore

1861: Five 
schools, no 
high school

1869: 
Winnetka 
and Glencoe 
incorporated 
as villages

1871: 
Chicago 
fire

1872: 
Wilmette 
incorporated 
as village

1883: 12 
weeks 
mandatory 
school

1894: 
Referendum 
to annex 
Wilmette to 
Evanston 
lost

1896: 
Kenilworth 
incorporated 
as village

1897: 
Referendum 
to start 
Township 
High School 
lost

1899: 
Glenview 
incorporated 
as village

April 4, 1899:
Establishment of New 
Trier Township High 
School District wins 
referendum

July 29, 1899:
Site chosen for school

August 5, 1899:
$60,000 bond 
approved to purchase 
“six acres in the 
middle of a swampy 
woodland”

April 4, 1900: 
Contract to 
build with 
C.E. Carson

January 29, 1900: 
Norman S. Patten 
Architect chosen

February 1, 1901: 
Opening Day!

1906: 
East Wing 
(Manual 
Arts & 
Study Hall) 
added

1907: 
East Wing 
completed

1908: 
West Wing 
completed

NTHS population in the 1900s

1901:
1901-02:
1904-05:
1905-06:
1907-08:

76 students, 7 teachers
129 students, 10 teachers
179 students, 13 teachers
229 students, 14 teachers
318 students, 16 teachers
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